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The question of who, if anyone, fi- 
nanced assassin James Earl Ray'd 
lifestyle- and travel immediately , be*; 
fore and after the ApriM968 murder! 
in Memphis of Dr. Martin Luther' 
King Jr, remains a mystery, accord-i 
mg to Justice .Department investiga- 
tors. , J . 

A task force asssigned to look into 
the assassination conceded in a 201-; 
page report released yesterday that! 
“someone could conceivably have* 
provided him ((ay) with logistics or: 
even paid him to commit the crime. 
However, we have no competent evw 
dence upon which to base such a 
theory." . . , ; 

The source of Ray's funds, which : 
allowed him to travel ..to . Europe | 
where he 'was captured two months i 
after .the assassination, “still re- 
mains a mystery today,”* , said the 
task force of five Justice Department 
attorneys and two research analysts] 
who reviewed, more than 200,000 FBI- 
documents and interviewed some 
witnesses;-* but hot Rayj4 in the, 
study of .the King murder. 

ACCORDING TO TOE task ford 
report, Ray refused .through , his" 
attorney to be interviewed by the 
government investigators..!: - 

The report, ! which took, almost a- 
year to‘ complete, acknowledged that 
" a dea * mystery still sur-j 
rounds^ames Ray and the assassina-l 
tion, particularly the means by which) 
he financed his lifestyle and travels." i 

Ray had escaped from a prison in j 
Missouri about a year, before the! 
assassination and, using aliasas, had) 
crisscrossed, the .. country, bought! 
automobiles,' , took . dance lessens, ■ 
•rented apartments and dated women! 
without being apprehended. He had) 
no visible means of support, except! 
for some burglaries .which' were at-; 
tributed to him, during this time. - ■; 

7The Justice Department investigi-i 
tors noted^ that the FBI, which w<Jsj 
both criticized and praised in the re-i 
port, “should have pursued this Jine 
of investigation more thoroughly." ] j 

But the conclusion of the Justice' 
Department inquiry was that the FBI 
investigation to find King's, raurderejr* 



“was thoroughly, honestly and suct] 
cessfully conducted." The report a!so| 
concluded that there was no evidence! 
found of FBI complicity in King's 
death. . ; 

, QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN raised! 
continuously since the assassination 
that the FBI might have had some 
role because of the lengthy program 
conducted by the bureau to harass 
and discredit the civil' rights leader 
before he was murdered. . 

The task force emphasized in its 
detailed report that “conspiracy 
leads have been conscientiously run 
down by the FBI even though they 
had no possible relation to Ray's 
stories or to the known facts." . 

These conspiracy inquiries by the! 
bureau, the report said, turned out to! 
be “negative." The task force said it 
found no evidence of any complicity] 
by either the bureau or the Memphis 1 
Police Department in the King mur- 
der and that all of the accumulative 
evidence “points to" Ray “exclu- 
sively" as the assassin with “no one; 
else involved." •::> /•/>•- . • 

King was murdered- shortly after | 
p.m., April 4y 1988, as he- stood on tho 
balcony of the Lorraine Motel in 
Memphis, a racially troubled city; at 
the time. On June 8, after a. world- 
wide hunt for the~civil rights leader's! 
assassin, Ray was apprehended byi 
authorities while passing through 
immigration at a London airport. 

AS A RESULT OF * plea bargain-* 
ing, Ray was convicted of King's! 
murder and sentenced March 10,! 
1969, to serve 99 years in prison. Ini 
1974, however, he gave an interview 
to a reporter for the Pacific News 
Service and, the task force report 
said, contended he was “set up a as a! 
patsy" in the assassination for a man! 
he identified as “Raoul," who was^ 



suppossed to be an international gun-3 
runner.. . _ • ; . 

But the task force viewed these 
"patently self-serving tales" by*Ray 
"to be- unbelievable." The task force 
concluded that "Ray's stipulated 
judicial concession . . . and the fail- 
ure of the self-serving stones persua- 
sively undermines the liklihood of 
any conspiracy." ... 

While absolving the FBI of any 
role in the assassination, the task 
force was highly critical of some as- 
pects of how the bureau handled the: 
investigation of King’s death. In ef- 1 
feet, the report also indicted the late' 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover and: 
his lieutenants, most of them now : 
deceased, for the counterintelligence 
campaign that was waged by the bu- ; 
reau to harass and discredit King 1 
and his nonviolent civil rights move-* 
ment. .. . ■■■■ : 

THE REPORT DISCLOSED that! 
the FBI “discovered” during its hunt: 
for King’s killer .that Ray “had been) 
aided in his fugitive status by at least: 
one member” of his family;. The re- 
port identified this person as one of 
Ray’s brothers, Jerry Ray-. “This 
and other facts suggestive of family 
assistance became clear as the bu- 
rearu’s investigation proceeded,” the 
report said. ... ... .... ,\ 

> The task :force said r the- FBI 
"apparently discounted the signif 
cance.of any contact between Ray 3 
and his family” because the bureau! 
“had no hard evidence” linking Ray : 
to a conspiracy. ' - - j 

The task force said the bureau had! 
recovered correspondence indicating^ 
that Jerry Ray “may have heard’*! 
from his brother when he fled to- 
Canada after the assassination. The] 
task force found other evidence, thei 
report said,* indicating that Ray had* 
made contact with his brother before] 
the assassination and while he was a’ 
fugitive from the Missouri prison. • ■« 
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BUT THE REPORT noted that the bureau . "tb'3 
.date has no evidence whatsoever that /Dr. King;j 
was ever a Communist” or had affiliations with ] 
theparty. • /_ • ; • • i 



Continued From A-3 

: "Thus, at least one family member, Jerry, had 
lied to the FBI and had become subject to federal 
criminal charges for aiding a fugitive,” the report 
disclosed. But it added that Jerry Ray: “was never 
confronted with- these facts by the bureau. In the 
task force interview of Jerry Ray he confirmed the 
fact that he had lied, to the bureau and had seen his 
brother on several occasions.” • , : v \ : 

BUT THE REPORT r noted that . Jerry Ray 
"denied knowings anything about” his borther’s 
travels or his source of funds. "However,”. the re- 
port continued, "the task force found the credibiW 
ity of Jerry's denials to be suspect. v_ 



. ' "The bureau provided us with no documentation 
that the SCLC under Dr. King was anything other 
than a legitimate organization devoted to the civil . 
rights movement,” the task force said. 

The task force concluded that the FBI investiga- 
tion of -King "should have been, terminated” 

. shortly after it began. That it was intensified, the . 
report said, “was unwarranted. ” . ^ r t ^ 

- Besides criticizing "the- bureau.for its actions 1 , the ■ 
task force said the continuing surveillance of King 
also reflected that "the attorney general and the 
division charged with responsibility for 'internal /; 
security matters failed badly in what should have j 
been- firm supervision of: the FBI’s .internal se-ij 
curi ty activities.”" ;; / - , t . ••• r „ - : ,; v j 



"In light of this, low' credibility and critical pas- 
sage of time which has allowed the statute of 
limitations to run out, we-concluded that the FBI 
abandoned a significant opportunity to obtain an- 
swers from family members concering some of the 
important questions about James Earl Ray which 
still remain,” the report said. 

The task force criticized the FBI for its "reluc- 
tance” to provide the Justice Dpeartment’s Civil 
Rights Division and the then-attorney general with 
"timely reports” of the murder investigation. The 
task force found that FBI files reflected "a signifi- 
cant degree of disdain” for the supervisory respon- 
sibilities of the attorney general. 

"In fairness to the bureau,” the task force 
pointed out, "it has to be observed that it is the ob- 
ligation of the department to insist on these pero- 
gatives. We do not think it. effectively did so in the 
■ King murder case/^J-^^; - 

THE TASK FORCE said it had documented an 
extensive program within the FBI during the 
years 1964 to 1968 to discredit King and his move- 
ment- and, damage, the. reputation of his family and ; 
friends, even after King was murdered. v . ; : .V- 

Among the targets were King's wife ■Coretta.'the' 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy and Andrew Young, now 
the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. The re- 
port said that shortly -after the assassination FBI 
headquarters instructed field offices to report any 
information on possible "immoral activities” of 
two of King's associates, f- .S-.. / ./• 

The task force also documented illegal break-ins , 
conducted by the bureau and electronic eavesdrop- 
ping against King. Much of this information was 
also disclosed during the Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee hearings into FBI activities. m - 

The task force said that the FBI security investi- 
gation into King in the years before he was killed/ 
was predicated on; the belief that King and his/ 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference was! 
under the influence of the U..S. Communist party. ;,/ 



The task force submitted seven pages of recom 
mendations to Atty. Gen. Griffin Bell regarding I 
. . supervision of the FBI, but pointed out that no new ; 
evidence was found regarding the King case that: 
would call for action by state or federal author- i 
ities.- . - - : 

. : . - . : 

REGARDING THE FBTS harassment cam- 
paign involving King, the task force pointed out 
that-the responsibility for initiating and prolonging 
the program rested on Hoover and his immediate 
lieutenants, some mf whom are also dead or re- 
tired. v „ 

^ "They are beyond the reach of disciplinary ac- 
tion” because the five-year statute of limitations 
has run out, the report said. "The few bureau per- 
sonnel who had anyting to do with the King 
investigation and who are still in active service did 
not make command decisions and merely followed 
. orders. We do not think they are the proper sub- 
ejects of disciplinary action.” ‘ . - / 

The task force noted that the 1 "potential for 
-abuse by the individaul occupying the office of the 
'-’director of the FBI has been amply demonstrated' 
r by our investigation.” v = : • . : 

i The task; force recommended the Justice De- 
partment and Congress oversee the FBI's conduct 
and recommended that a felony penalty be added 
to the current misdemeanor law •. regarding the 
"unauthorized malicious decimihation of investi- 
gative data from FBI files.” • , * : : ' 

■ Regarding tighter control by the Justice Deaprt- 
ment over the FBI, task force also proposed that I 
the bureau's public and press relations activities j 
be controlled by the attorney general's Office of i 
Public Information "to prevent the development of 
personality cults around- particular buearu direc- 
tors and officials.” - ~ 



